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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
2013 has been a momentous year for LepSoc Africa and for our butterflies and moths. In fact it will 
probably go down as the year in which Vision 2020 really started to happen. 

It started with a bang in the first week of January with Sylvie Kremer-Köhne's discovery of the 
long sought-for second colony of Alaena margaritacea. A massive plus for Dave Edge and the 
COREL team; Peter Webb and the LepSoc PR machine then swung into action and plastered the news 
all over SA and eventually the world. LepSoc members started being interviewed by the press and 
radio. This set the scene for the year, which went from strength to strength as it went on... 

This however was tempered by sadness; stalwart member Jo Joannou was seriously ill with 
cancer, and on 25 February he passed away. We lost some other old friends this year as well – Oom 
Paul Kruger on 28 August and more recently, Johan ('Scottie') Buys. I'm sure you will all join me in 
sending their families our condolences in this first festive season without them. 

The first few months of the year were filled with frantic activity as the annual Highveld Butterfly 
and Moth Club braai was held in January. Plans were made and embarrassing trophies awarded. The 
first Metamorphosis annual was published. Silvia Mecenero was working hard on finalising the 
SABCA publication, and we were all doing our best to pre-sell copies to all and sundry. Butterfly 
Census Week (BCW)7 was held in April, with lots of new friends being made. 

And then we were all set on our ears by the news on 3rd March that Mark Williams had 
rediscovered Waterberg Copper Erikssonia edgei. This one really did span the globe and Mark was 
even interviewed by the LA Times. Scientific American got into the act, describing Mark's innovative 
use of geodata in searching for potential sites. The repercussions of this event are still being felt now, 
and with the launch on 30th May of “Conservation assessment of butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho 
and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas”, LepSoc's global footprint was getting bigger and bigger.  

This was a high profile event, and the book was very well received; many messages of 
congratulations were received and conservators now have a very good textbook to use when planning 
measures to protect our species from habitat destruction. Published by Saftronics with sponsorship 
from SAPPI and E Oppenheimer & Son, over 1000 copies were sold and the proceeds have been 
donated to LepSoc and the ADU. They are being used to fund the continuation of the SABCA Virtual 
Museum as LepiMAP. The other big outcome from SABCA was the Custodians Of Rare & 
Endangered Lepidoptera, whose successes rang throughout the year.  

Sourcing funding is becoming more and more a key issue for LepSoc. In addition to the SABCA 
funds, we have a growing source from members of MyPlanet, and our own members' fees go to help 
fund our projects. 

Also in May, the SA Post Office launched a set of butterfly and moth stamps, with realistic 
artwork based on members' photographs. It was launched in partnership with LepSoc's Western Cape 
branch. Other branches have also been active, led by Highveld whose participation in Yebo Gogga 
was again a success. The branch also held LepSoc's first ever Golf Day, on 13th August. KZN Branch 
held a Starter's Day as well as a Butterfly Fun day in partnership with Kloof Conservancy, and 
organised this year's AGM and Conference. 

Held over the weekend of 4th-6th October at Hermannsburg School near Greytown in KwaZulu-
Natal, the well-organised event saw LepSoc celebrating its 30th birthday. Two major milestones were 
passed there: 

• The new e-Metamorphosis site was launched, after a great effort from Dave Edge. Work 
carries on, with a goal to have all back issues of Metamorphosis available on the site as 
searchable PDFs. 

• A Memorandum of Agreement was made with the ADU, allowing for the continuation of the 
SABCA VM as LepiMAP, jointly managed by LepSoc and ADU, run by Megan Loftie-Eaton. 
LepiMAP is all-Africa, all-Lepidoptera. As I write this it is now approaching 38000 
contributions! 
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BCW8 was held in October, and as with other spring events it was dogged by bad weather, having 
to be extended. The results are still being analysed and will be released soon.  

Another milestone event was held in November – the prize giving of the Great Moth Caterpillar 
Hunt-Challenge. Led by Hermann Staude, this used the power of social media to encourage the public 
to rear through any caterpillar they find to adulthood, and record the results. And the results were truly 
awesome. Over 600 species records were made and the percentage of local moth species whose life 
history has been recorded jumped from 1% to 6%! The winners were Allison and Ian Sharp, with 
runners up Silvia Mecenero and Peter Webb. The Great Moth Caterpillar Hunt-Challenge will live on 
as another pillar of LepSoc's conservation and study projects, the Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG). 

Social media have proved to be a boon to LepSoc. Our Facebook page is just about to go over 800 
'likes', and the recently formed African Butterflies and Moths - LepSoc FB group has nearly 200 
members. LepiMAP has its own page and group, with 310 likes and 357 members respectively. These 
people are joining LepSoc as paid up members – we are almost at 450 members as I write this, and we 
are confident of breaking 500 in 2014. People join LepSoc so that their subscriptions go towards 
funding our projects – LepiMAP, COREL, CRG, e-Metamorphosis etc.  

There was one area where we didn't achieve what we set out to do, and that was the hoped-for 
International Conference in 2014. Bennie and André Coetzer put a lot of effort into this and it was a 
disappointment having to to postpone the event. But that effort was not wasted. We all learned a lot 
from the exercise, and we WILL have an International Conference or Symposium in the quite near 
future.  

So as we say goodbye to a year full of milestones, what can we look forward to in 2014?  

• E-Metamorphosis will continue to metamorphose. One goal is to achieve ISI listing so that 
academics publishing in it will be able to get NRF funding. This will tie into the longer term 
aim to encourage our entomologist academics to work on conservation-relevant aspects of 
African lepidopteran taxonomy and ecology, and publish the results in Metamorphosis. The 
site will also encompass a web version of Mark Williams' Afrotropical Lepidoptera 
Encyclopaedia. 

• Dave Edge, Reinier Terblanche and Liz Bazin will be attending the Butterfly Conservation 
Symposium at Southampton University in April 2014. They will be presenting four papers on 
butterfly conservation and research in Africa which will also mention LepSoc Africa's 
successes and plans. In addition, they have a mission to gain support for our own future 
International Conference from the Xerces Society and Butterfly Conservation UK. 

• The CRG will grow and evolve into a major effort to discover more new life history material. 
Members participating will be encouraged to publish their records in Metamorphosis.  

• And, a web-based version of Lepidops will be launched, allowing members to update 
Lepibase online and manage their collections. 

• LepiMAP will continue to use the social media to encourage Citizen Scientists to photograph 
and upload images of Lepidoptera. The project will take over the permit administration duties 
that SABCA used to fulfil, and efforts will be made to recruit new VM Expert panel members, 
and make the task of identifying records easier and faster. People visiting the LepiMAP and 
LepSoc FB pages will be encouraged to join the Society. 

• The main LepSoc website will be relaunched in the near future; the task of gathering material 
for the site is almost complete. The site will include a 'Donate' button allowing members of the 
public to give funds to the Society.  

• In February the Council will hold a strategy session to agree on the way forward for all these 
projects – including a high profile International Conference. 

So as I close, I would also offer some challenges. One is, to spread the word about Lepidoptera to 
young people all over Africa, and get them excited about butterflies and moths. Silvia Mecenero has 
already started something in the Western Cape with Eco Rangers – and Yebo Gogga is always a great 
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success. The challenge is to turn this into a full-fledged 'LepSoc Youth League' which will ensure the 
future of 'lepidopterising' or 'lepping' in Africa. 

Support the CRG, make an effort to rear through at least one 'unknown' this year and publish it in 
Metamorphosis. 

And of course another priority is fund raising. We are starting to get into areas that require paid 
employees to carry out administration and run projects. The funds donated to LepSoc via the SABCA 
book are sufficient to keep LepiMAP going for a couple of years, but we need to use that time to find 
sustainable long term funding. COREL has an endowment from major past donations, and the Brenton 
Blue Trust, but in order to secure the future of all our threatened species, its budget will grow and 
require more funds. 

As our membership grows, subscriptions will help us do this, but we cannot rely on these alone. 
We would have to get to 2000 members very quickly to continue with LepiMAP indefinitely. 
MyPlanet is helping, but we need to go from the current 120-odd supporters to thousands – so if you 
aren't already a supporter, please become one – and encourage all your friends to do so. Let's also have 
more fundraising events such as the Golf Day that HBMC had in 2013 – and when one happens, 
please get all your friends and business associates to support it. 

Finally, season's greetings and best wishes for the New Year to all our members and associates. 
To make 2014 an even better year than 2013 will be a challenge, but I'm sure we will all rise to it! 

 

Kind regards 

 

Steve Woodhall 

 

31 December 2013 
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OBITUARY – JOHAN (SCOTTIE) BUYS 

- 20.12.2013) 

Dave Edge & Owen Garvie 

 

Johan (Scottie) Buys was a passionate butterfly collector who assembled a substantial and valuable 
collection. His company was greatly enjoyed by those members who went on field trips with him. He 
was very generous in sharing information about localities of rare butterflies, even in the years when 
many collectors were reluctant to divulge such information. 

Scottie was born at ____ on ____ and graduated from Potchefstroom University in ____ with a 
degree in Education. He spent most of his working career at Milner High School in Klerksdorp, where 
he rose to be the head of the History department and Deputy Headmaster, as well as being responsible 
for the boys’ hostel. In ____ he was promoted to the position of Schools Inspector in the North-West 
province, based in Potchefstroom. 

His first involvement with butterflies came about in 1983 when he met Dave, then his brother-in-
law. He and his wife Teresa accompanied Dave and Esmé on many butterfly trips. His butterfly 
collection was immaculately arranged and curated, from all provinces of South Africa. 

He made some remarkable discoveries: 

The location of the breeding trees for Aphnaeus hutchinsonii at Hornsnek near Pretoria, from which 
the life history was described as far as the final instar larva. 

Colonies of Thestor brachycerus and a new (still undescribed) species of Lepidochrysops found on top 
of the Heads in Knysna.  

 

Tribute from Owen and Wendy Garvie 

Both Wendy and I are saddened to hear of Johan’s passing. He was a close friend of ours and we 
enjoyed his company on many butterfly collecting trips to Namaqualand and the Western Cape whilst 
we lived in Kimberley.  

Johan Buys was a school teacher at the Milner High School in Klerksdorp for many years and in his 
later years became a Regional School Inspector responsible to the education standards and writing and 
coaching teachers in the curriculum and its implementation throughout the Northern Province. He was 
dedicated to his work and took his position seriously, travelling extensively to many schools and 
conducting training programs, often relaying to us his concerns/frustration about the lack of 
commitment from teachers and the falling standards of education in South Africa. 

Johan was a relaxed, easy to get on with sort of a guy, who was a pleasure to have on a butterfly 
collecting trip. Both Wendy and I enjoyed his company on many butterfly collecting trips to 
Namaquland. We collected at Springbok, Kleinsee, Hondeklipbaai, Lamberts Bay and inland at 
Witwater and the Gifberg. He had a good general knowledge of butterflies and their localities, but 
particularly liked to collect Thestors, Lepidochrysops and Chrysoritis species. Johan had an uncanny 
knack of knowing where to look for Thestors. I remember when we were in Namaqualand, we knew 
that T.dryburghi flew amongst some granite hills near Kamieskroon, but did not know  the exact 
locality. We climbed a large hill and when Wendy and I returned to the Toyota Double cab at the base 
of the hill after a long fruitless search, there was Johan waiting for us and he had found the colony and 
had three perfect specimens of T.dryburghi which he found in a very small area in a saddle depression 
on the top of the hill. 

When driving through a small town of dorpie, Johan loved to go into a café either to buy snacks, a 
cooldrink and fishbiltong was his favourite snack.  He was also fond of restoring furniture in his spare 
time and often asked us to stop so he could browse/ look at antique/secondhand furniture shops in the 
far flung small towns during our collecting trips in the hope of finding a bargain. 
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At the end of a long hot day in the field Johan loved a take a shower and after a few Bacardi and coke 
drinks, would then systematically begin to set all the butterflies he had collected that day, persevering 
long into the night so that he knew exactly what he needed to complete his series the next day. He was 
well organized and took his collecting seriously. 

 

I remember both Johan and I had a very rewarding trip to the Western Cape in November 1997. We 
visited Uniondale and Johan introduced me to the beautiful butterflies on the Kammanassie 
Mountains. We travelled on to Oudtshoorn and from there spent a few days collecting  
L.swartbergensis, L pringlei, C pyramus, C. swanepoli and many others on the Swartberg Pass. We 
then stayed at Riversdale and collected T. pictus, L braueri on the slopes of Garcia’s Pass. At Stillbaai 
we found T.swanepoeli swarming and got some T. rossouwi near Bredasdorp. We also found 
T.protumnus  aridus near Noupoort on the way back home. 

Johan was always helpful often passing on or donating specimens from his collection should he have 
any spares. I will treasure these specimens which he kindly donated to our collection and both Wendy 
and I will value the fond memories we had with Johan on the above collecting field trips. 
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SPONSOR AND HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF LEPSOC  
 
The members in the left-hand column below, apart from their significant contributions to the Society 
as individuals, have chosen to be sponsor members for 2013 and have through their generosity 
provided significant financial support, which is much appreciated by the Society. In the right-hand 
column we list our honorary life members, who have been honoured by the Society for their 
outstanding contributions to the study and conservation of Lepidoptera. 
 
SPONSOR MEMBERS   HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
 
Dr Jonathan Ball     Dr Stephen Henning 
Justin Bode      Dr Douglas Kroon 
Yolande Bode     Clive Quickelberge 
Charles Botha     Prof. Mark Williams    
Kevin Cockburn     
Dr Bennie Coetzer  
Steve Collins 
Alf Curle  
Martin Curle  
Jeremy Dobson  
Dr Dave Edge  
Owen Garvie  
Tim Gilbert 
Glynis Hardy 
Graham Henning 
Duncan MacFadyen (E. Oppenheimer & Son)  
Dave McDermott 
Andrew Morton  
Ernest Pringle  
Harald Selb  
Peter Sharland  
Hermann Staude 
Richard Stephen 
Reinier Terblanche  
Steve Woodhall 
 
Any member of the Society can volunteer to become a sponsor member on an annual basis by 
making a contribution of R600. As the Society does need all the financial support it can get it is hoped 
that more members will select to become sponsor members in the future. 
 
DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY WILL ASSIST BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION 
 
Donations to LepSoc are needed more than ever, since we have now committed ourselves to a 
conservation programme known as COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). This 
programme is being funded through the Brenton Blue Trust (BBT), of which LepSoc was a founder 
member. Since the BBT is a registered Public Benefit Organisation, this means that any donations 
made through the BBT for butterfly conservation are tax deductible for the donor, and the BBT issues 
section 18A tax certificates. Details can be found on the Brenton Blue Trust website 
www.brentonbluetrust.co.za. 
 
Donors are therefore urged to make their donations by accessing our website page www.lepsoc.org.za 
and clicking on the “donate” button, or by making an electronic funds transfer to LepSoc’s or the 
BBT’s bank account, which are given below: 
 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa Nedbank a/c no. 1905032617 Branch code 190541 
 
Brenton Blue Trust   Nedbank a/c no. 2089033681 Branch code 108914 
 

http://www.brentonbluetrust.co.za/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/

